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From  left  to  right,  Northampton  High
School  teacher  Michael  Jacobson
Hardy,  NHS senior  Matthew  Chiamis,
and  Department  of  Public  Health
Commissioner  John  Auerbach  are
shown  at  a  reception  over  the
weekend  in  Needham.  Chiamis'  short
film  on  the  dangers  of  smoking  placed
second  in  a  statewide  competition  and
will  be  shown  at  Cinemark  in  Hadley.
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  NHS student's  anti -smoking  short  film  wins  recognition  and play  time
 BY KRISTINA  TEDESCHI STAFF WRITER 

  

[ Originally published on: Tuesday, May 08, 2007 ]

NORTHAMPTON - A Northampton High School student placed second
in a statewide video competition sponsored by the Department of Public
Health.

As first runner-up, senior Matthew Chiamis was honored with a Movie
Theater Award for his 30-second film short on the dangers of cigarette
smoking. Chiamis' short will be shown before previews at the Cinemark
theaters in Hadley and other theaters around the state from June 8 to
July 5. It will also be shown at NHS May 21 at the school's video
festival.

The short depicts various household cleaning products, gasoline, paint
thinner, flea medication for cats, and mercury being poured into a pot on
Chiamis' stove at home. The mixture is poured into a bowl and a
cigarette is pictured onscreen. A caption reads: "Over 4,000 chemicals
in household products like these get put in cigarettes. If you wouldn't
put it in your stomach, why would you put it in your lungs?"

"I went straight for the harshest thing I could think of," Chiamis, 18, said
of the anti-smoking message. He said he was surprised to win the
award, having never entered a video contest before and competing
against 150 other students from around the state. NHS video and
photography teacher Michael Jacobson-Hardy, however, was not
surprised that his "very talented" student won, he said.

"I knew it was going to win an award when I saw it. You could just tell,"
Jacobson-Hardy said. "It was extraordinary. It was television-quality."

Chiamis was honored Saturday at a reception at the Channel 5 WCVB-
TV studios in Needham. Winners were chosen by the Medical
Foundation's Youth Action Initiative. John Auerbach, the new
commissioner of the Department of Public Health, was also in
attendance.

Chiamis plans to major in film at the College of Sante Fe in New
Mexico in the fall.

Food  for  Thought

Northampton Dollars for Scholars will hold its annual Food for Thought
event Thursday, with more than 25 local restaurants slated to take part.
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event Thursday, with more than 25 local restaurants slated to take part.
Each participating restaurant will donate 10 percent of the day's
proceeds to the nonprofit, which provides college scholarships to
Northampton residents. This year, the nonprofit plans to award about
100 scholarships to city students totaling $54,000, according to Dollars
for Scholars President Catherine H. West.

"We literally try to give to everyone who applies," West said.
"Sometimes, students need that extra encouragement." She noted the
organization continues to support scholarship recipients throughout their
college years.

If you eat at a participating restaurant on Thursday, you can also send
in your receipt with your name, address and phone number to
Northampton Dollars for Scholars, P.O Box 60382, Florence, MA 01062
to be entered into a drawing for one of three downtown Northampton
gift certificates. From 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Dollars for Scholars will
lead guided historical tours of downtown. Guides will be carrying
umbrellas on Main Street.

Latin  students  honored

Thirteen Northampton High School students in Jim Bridgman's Latin
classes have received honors for their performance on the National
Latin Exam, given each year in March to over 134,000 students from
around the country and the world. The test includes questions on Latin
grammar, vocabulary, derivatives, mythology, Roman history and
culture.

Maya Jacob, Peter McQuillan, Samuel Richardson and Emma Sass
received gold medals and summa cum laude certificates; Lee Carroll,
Emma DeLisle, Zachary Koncki, Samuel Naumowicz and Bridget
O'Haire received silver medals and maxima cum laude certificates; Mary
Collins and Matt Shutt received magna cum laude certificates; and Molly
Driscoll and Timothy Petrowicz received cum laude certificates.

A new  name

Members of the Northampton Teachers Association voted unanimously
last month to change its name to the Northampton Association of
School Employees. Members cited a need for a more inclusive name
now that the organization includes a variety of professionals, including
teachers, nurses, administrators, clerical staff, cafeteria workers,
education support professionals, custodians, bus drivers and all
teachers at Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School, according to
a press release issued by Tracy Dawson-Greene, vice-president of
NASE. Meanwhile, applications for the Northampton Association of
School Employees scholarships are available in the Northampton High
School guidance office. Seniors from NHS and Smith Vocational and
Agricultural High School are eligible to apply. Scholarship applications
must be submitted to the guidance office by May 15.

Plant  and  bake  sale

The Parent Teacher Organization at R.K. Finn Ryan Road School will
host a plant and bake sale Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The event
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host a plant and bake sale Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The event
will take place rain or shine in the school's gymnasium. Hanging, potted
and annual plants will be for sale, as well as a large assortment of
baked goods. All proceeds will benefit student activities. For more
information, call Laura Andersen at 585-9849.

Class  reunion

The Northampton High School class of 1962 is trying to locate the
following people for its 45th reunion: Jacqueline (Brown) Bouchard; Jim
Brooks; Paula (Buzicky) Berkibile; Richard Carson; Sue Downhill;
Catherine Innes-Taylor; Jean (Jablonski) Heim; Connie Kugler; Lenora
Cooney; Donna (Scanlon) Lamb; Jennifer (Scott) Lawson; Cynthia
Loud; Sue Soron; Ed Sponseller; and Elaine Travers. Anyone who has
information is asked to call Tom Gagnon at 584-6353.
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